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A question frequently posed to Reasons To Be-
lieve is, how does RTB’s model differ from that 
of theistic evolution? One fundamental differ-

ence lies in each model’s view of Adam.

RTB affirms Adam was the first true human being, 
he lived approximately 100,000 years ago, and was re-
sponsible for bringing sin to humanity.1  Proponents of 
theistic evolution (TE, or BioLogos, as one prominent 
organization prefers) hold no universal position about 
Adam but share general consensus on two points: (1) 
Adam was not the first human being; and (2) Adam 
was not a historical person.2  

A number of concerns arise when considering these 
statements on Adam.

Was Adam the first human?
From a TE perspective, humans lived for prob-

ably hundreds of thousands of years before Adam and 
are the products of common descent. However, in 
the biblical creation account (Gen. 2:7) “the man” is 
described as being made from the “dust of the ground” 
followed by God breathing into him the “breath of life.” 
Later, Eve is formed from Adam’s side. Neither of these 
descriptions seems consistent with the idea of humans 
evolving from preexisting hominids. In addition, Adam 
calls Eve the “mother of all the living” (Gen. 3:20) and 
the apostle Paul in Acts 17:26 describes “every nation 
of men” being made from “one man.”

Was Adam a real person?
Adam3  is specifically mentioned in several Old Tes-

tament passages. He fathers many children (Gen. 5:4) 
and is listed as the fountainhead of key genealogies 
(Gen. 5:1; 1 Chron. 1:1). Luke traces Jesus’ lineage back 
to Adam (Luke 3:38), and Paul makes an important 
theological connection between Adam and Jesus—just 
as Adam brought sin to humanity, so Jesus has brought 
salvation (Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:22, 45). Such state-
ments make the best sense if Adam was a historical 
person.

Was the Fall a historical event?
Most theistic evolutionists view the early chapters of 

Genesis as merely a literary device and, therefore, stress 
that readers should not look for historical information 
in the creation narrative.4  Yet if the first two chapters 
in Genesis do not depict actual history, then why com-
pare a historical person (Jesus) to a nonhistorical per-
son (Adam)?5  Paul specifically contrasts the pervasive 
effects of Adam’s fall with the pervasive effect of Jesus’ 
atonement. The heart of Paul’s broader argument in 
1 Corinthians 15 rests on linking the truthfulness of 
Christianity to key historical events. Why then would 
Paul use a mythological figure or symbolic event to 
support his point? Paul and other biblical authors give 
no indication that they considered the early chapters of 
Genesis to be anything other than real history, includ-
ing the existence of Adam.6 

Admittedly, there is a delicate dance between gen-
eral revelation (God’s world) and special revelation 
(God’s word) on matters concerning human origins. 
And allowing general revelation to guide our steps by 
correcting or augmenting our understanding of special 
revelation must be approached with caution. How-
ever, the integrity of either source of truth can be 
maintained by carefully considering as much data 
as possible.

RTB’s creation model as it pertains to human 
origins and early migration does not (yet) an-
swer every question, but it avoids the significant 
problems of the TE model. Rather than reject a 
historical Adam, we strive to allow such questions 
to lead to deeper and greater exploration. It is our 
belief that both revelations remain in agreement 
and advances in under-
standing will ultimately 
answer all outstanding 
questions.
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RTB has been blessed by a faithful group of supporters who stand with us through their 
commitment to the ministry each month. Over the years this group of supporters has 
become the very foundation of our ability to minister effectively.

Having the consistent and dependable support of our Monthly Partners allows RTB to 
plan ministry in a more effective manner and keeps us on track to financially meet the 
recurring expenses of our outreach efforts.

In recognition of their faithfulness and as an expression of our gratitude to these critical 
partners in ministry, we have put together some exciting Monthly Partner benefits that 
will equip you and keep you up-to-date and connected on all that’s happening at RTB.

In addition, all Monthly Partners receive a special message from our scholars each 
month on a timely and important subject.

Click the button to find out more about becoming a Monthly Partner or call  
(800) 482-7836 to speak to someone in our ministry care department.

An invitation to join an important 
group in support of RTB.
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